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PSALM cxlvii. 20. 
He hath not dealt so with an Nation: 


FYREAT and manifold were the rich and distin- 
guished privileges of the Israclites in the days 
of old. The book of Psalms repeats them again 
and again, especially 68th, 78th, and 89th; and in 
the 105th, and 106th, their history is epitomised in 
regular order. Indeed, Moses, their lawgiver, is 
very particular in detailing their origin, so that we 
are better acquainted with their history than any. 
other nation we read of. They sprung from faithful 
Abraham, who was called from his idolatrous rela- 
tions, perhaps from idolatry itself. 'They were 
Slaves in Egypt, and cruelly oppressed ; yet GOD 
brought them from thence with an high hand and 
an out-stretched arm, showing great wonders in the. 
land of Ham, and in the field of Zoan. 
He brought them through the Red Sea as on dry 
round, and the waters were @ wall on the right 
nd and on the left ; but their enemies were over- 
thrown. He led them with a pillar of d cloud by 
day, and flaming, fire by» might; and thus he con- 
ducted them in peace and safety, leading them by 
a right way to a city of habitation. He fed them. 
with manna, called Angels' food, and brought them 


water from the rock, and streams from the flinty 
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rock. He suffered no man to do chem harm, with 
impunity, yea, he reproved, nay, he slew kings 
for their sake. He gave them laws and ordinances, 
and set his Sanctuary in the midst of them. He 
spake unto them in the thick darkness, even out of 
Conia fire, and delivered his laws and ordinances | 
with an audible voice, and in so awful a manner, i 
that they who heard carnestly requested Moses to 
speak the will of the Almighty to them, and that 
God might speak no more lest they should die.“ 
He drave out the nations before them, and planted 
them in a delightsome land, & called the glory of all 
lands. He gave them houses which they had not 
built, and they drank of wells which they had not 
digged ; vineyards and olive-yards which they had 
not planted. He fed them with the finest wheat, 
and honey out of the rock, and they drank the pure 
blood ot the grape. Moreover, he sent his prophets 
among them to declare his will to them, and to 
announce the coming of the Just One; also to. 
reprove them when they wandered into forbidden 
paths, saying, Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
wats, for why will ye die? O house of Israel. J 
Thus the Lord had planted a vineyard in a very 
fruitful hill. Te fenced it and gathered the stones 
thereof, and planted it with the choices vine, and 
"built a tower in the midst of it, and digged a wine 
press therein: and looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild or sour grapes. f. 
'Their native poverty, and God's amazing mercy, 
is set forth in a most striking and tender emblem, 
by Ezekiel, of a new-born infant, exposed and 
ready to perish, and his kind and fostering care in 
taking it, in nursing and bringing it to be a princess 
of high renown. f In short, in the delivering the 
moral and ceremonial precepts, in the history of that 
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ople, in the Psalms and in the Prophecies, there” 
is a perpetual remembrance of God's mercy. Even 
in the annual services there were perpetual memo- 
rials of God's gracious dealings with them, as well 
as types of good things to come. The Passover 
reminded them of their deliverance, amazing as it 
was, from the Egyptian bondage, and the circum- 
stances connected therewith. The feast of Pente- 
cost reminded them-of the giving of the law, and 
the circumstances attending that awful event. The 
feast of Tabernacles reminded them how their 
forefathers dwelt in tents, and the merciful provi- 
dence of God therein. The offering of the first 
fruits was to be accompanied with the following 
humiliating language, A Syrian was my father, 
ready to perish.* A confession highly expressive 
of their native indigency, and of God's gracious 
goodness unto them. The covenant made with 
Abraham is often referred to, and the oath made 
with David, the best of their Kings; and this Psalm 
appears: to have been written by David when he 
was firmly seated upon the throne of Israel, and the 
nation in a high state of prosperity ; very likely 
after the death of Absalom, and the rebellion of 
Sheba, when all opposition was quelled, and peace 
and prosperity reigned; each sat under his own 
vine, and under his own tig-tree, and none made 
them afraid. Then did the Sweet Singer of Israel 
break forth in the following charming language: 
Praise ye the Lord ; for it is good to groe pratse unto 
our God ; for it is pleasant, and praise is comety. 
The Lord doth build up Jerusalem; he gathereth the 
outcasts of Israel. He healeth the broten in heart, 
and bindeth up their wounds. Sing to the Lord 
with thanksgroing ; Sing praise upon the harp unto 
our God. Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem, prutse 
thy God, O Zion. For he strengtheneth the bars 
of thy gates; he blesseth thy children within thee. 


* Deut. xxvi. 5. 
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tHe maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee 
with the finest wheat. | 

May not all this be applied to our nation. And 
may we not thankfully add, He sendeth forth his 
commandment upon the earth, yea, in our land, 
has word runneth very swiftly. He hath shewed 
nis word unto Jacob, his Statutes unto Tsrgel. He 
hath not dealt so with any nation. 

It would be easy to measure this ground over 
again, and draw a striking parallel in many, or 
most of the circumstances; but that is not the 
method which I purpose to | eq A small ac- 

uaintance with the history of our own country will 
fad ample matter for a profitable illustration of the 
text. It is much to be wished, that all our British 
youth had a little acquaintance with the history of 
their own country ; it might be of great use, espe- 
cially to a pious mind; they would see many turns 
of Providence in our favour, which would not fail 
to raise a grateful sensation to our all-gracious 
Deliverer, and in the issue be constrained to ex- 


claim, in sweet exultation, He hath not dealt so 


with any nation. 

After so long an exordium, a thing very uncom- 
mon with me, and which in the general I dis- 
approve of, it is high time to call your attention to 
the subject before us, and which, I flatter myself, 
may be suitable to the design of this day, which is 
set apart by our Government for 'Thanksgiving to 
our gracious God, for his mercies conterred upon 
us as a nation. 

In this attempt it will be expected that I should 
consider, | 

First, What has God done for us as a nation? 

Secondly, What has he a right to expect from us 
as a nation ? 


Thirdly, We may enquire, How that tribute has 
been paid? 


Prrst, 


(CESS ; 


First, What has God done for us as a nation, in 
temporal and spiritual matters? 

To begin with the former; and here I must 
crave the indulgence of such of my hearers as are 
versed in our records, while I just glance at the 
out-lines of our history, for the sake of such as are 
totally ignorant thereof. n 

England was explored by Julius Cæsar, something 
more than fifty years before the nativity of our 
Saviour. This is the date, the sure point, from whence 
all our historians begin with any certainty ; prior to 
that period all is involved in fable and uncertainty. 
Various are the conjectures concerning the etymo- 
logy of the name Britain; but the most probable 
conjecture is, from the old British word Brit, which 
they tell us signifies paint, or colour, because the 
ancient Britons, who went nearly naked, painted 
their bodies, partly to preserve them from the 
injuries of the weather, and partly that they might 
appear more formidable to their enemies in battle. 
They were gross and cruel idolators, and frequently 
sacrified the prisoners whom they took in battle. 

Agriculture was little, if at all, known among 
them; hunting and war seemed to be their chief 
employ; and they lived in miserable huts, and fed 
upon milk and flesh, and the natural fruits of the 
earth. They usually tought in chariots, and were 
very dextrous in the management of them; and 
hence there must have been some kind of mechanics 
among them. However, we may suppose every 
thing would be marked with great rudeness. Such 
was their condition when Cæsar came among them. 
It is thought by some, that England was once joined 
to the Continent, and was rent off by an earthquake, 
or Some other violent concussion. It is most pro- 
bable that it was peopled from Gaul, that being 
the nearest Continent, if it was not joined with it, 
nn their manners and idolatry being pretty much 

ike. We 
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Cæsar made à landing, through much opposition; 
for the naked Britons. fought bravely; but the 
Roman diseipline prevailed, and* Governors were 
sent from Rome, and the Roman language and 
manners were introduced, by which the natives. 
were much civilized; and useful arts were taught; 
land was cultivated, convenient houses were built, 
and graceful towns made their appearance; so that 
the Roman conquest was no small advantage to 
the Island. 

But their tranquillity did not last long; for the 
Picts, who resided in Scoland, called at that time 
Caledonia, began to make incursions on the North 
side of the province, and increasing their ravages . 
much, a wall was made in Adrian's' time across 
Northumberland, which was intended to be their 
boundaries; and while the Roman legions were at 
liberty to repel them, they kept within their 
bounds ; but the Romans finding employment elsc- 
where,. they left the Britons to struggte with their 
enemies, who were too hard for them. There is 
a very mournful letter extant, called the Groans of 
the Britons, stating how those barbarians drove 
them to the sea, and the sea forced them back upon 
the swords of their enemies; so that they really 
appear to have been in a deplorable case, seeing 
they could neither fight nor fly. 

The Picts appear to have been originally some 
of their own tribes; but having separated themselves 


from them, became a distinet nation. Most likely 


they were such as would not submit to the Romans, 
vary so receded into the North part of the Island, 
which most probably was uninhabited, and retained 
their fierce and savage disposition, preferring their 
rough independence to every thing else. Be that 
as it may, they were too many for the South-landers, 
who finding themselves unable to cope with them, 
called in the Anglo-Saxons to their assistance, from 
Sleswick, or the Northern part of Germany; and 
| although 
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although they came to help them, in reality made 
a conquest of South Britain, and from them it was 
called England. The Saxons were an uncultivated 
race, bigotted idolators. Their chief deities were 
Woden and Thor, most likely the sun and moon; 
from whence we denominate the fourth and fifth 
days in the week, Wednesday and Thursday. 

These Anglo-Saxons divided South Britain into 
seven kingdoms, and called the whole an Heptarchy. 
The Britons who did not choose to submit to the 
Saxons, retreated into Cornwall and Wales, and 
carried their language and customs with them, 
which is the language now called Welch, and is in 
high estimation in a great part of Wales to this day. 
Wales was an independent kingdom, till Edward J. 
subdued it, and annexed it to the crown of England, 
under the title of a Principality, from whence the. 
King's eldest son, or whoever is the heir apparent 
to the crown, has his title of Prince of Wales. 

The next revolution that happened in England 
was from the Danes. They first attacked England 
in marauding parties, and having loaded themselves 
with plunder, retired in their ships, and usually 
returned with larger force, till, in the issue, they 
made an entire conquest of the whole. Three. 
Danish Princes sat upon the English Throne, till 
Edward the Confessor, in 1041, when the Danes 
were finally driven away. 

In 1066, another revolution took place. William, 
Duke of Normandy, landed with a large army, and 
obtained a decisive victory over Harold the English 
King, in Kent, who lost his life. From hence the 
Duke of Normandy is stiled, Nillium the Conqueror, 
and from whom our Kings are descended. He 
ruled with rigour, and among other acts of oppres- 
Sion, imposed the Curfew law, namely, that fire 
and candle should be extinguished at eight o'clock 
in the evening; which must have proved a very 
great inconvenience to the nation. 

Several 


bs wo 10 ) 


Several famines have been at different times in the 
land; but the most dreadful was in the time of- 
Edward II. in which calamity many perished for 
want of sustenance. Often was the nation con- 
vulsed with civil wars; and in the reign of King 


John, there was a long and furious contest between 


the King and the Barons, in which the Barons 
obtained the Magna Charta, or Great Charter, 
which all our Sovereigns take an oath to preserve 
inviolable at the time of their coronation; and 
which is supposed to be the bulwark of all our 
hberties. For prior to that time, our Government 
was nearly despotic. 

In 1265, the House of Commons. became a part 
of the legislative power, in the hands, of whom a 


great part of the property of the British subject rests. 


The dreadful wars from 1399 to 1485, between 
the Houses of Vork and Lancaster, were awfully 
distressing, in which many thousands lost their 
lives, and multitudes of noble families were ruined. 
Great were the sufferings of the nation in the 
general. No trade could be carried on, nor even 
land cultivated, while several furivus armies were 
murdering and destroying all before them, Quarter 
was seldom given on either side; but the conquerors 
carried destruction and plunder on till a stronger 
* met them, and ample retaliation was sure to 

e made ; so that a person was hanged or shot, ar 
his brains beat out to-day, for doing his duty yester-. 
day. Dreadful times! May England never provoke 
a gracious Providence to return them upon us 
again | 

In 1485 all that bloody murdering work termi- 
nated in Henry VII. marrying. the heiress of the 
House ok York, in which the white and red roses, 
the devise in their arms, were united. 

In Henry VIIIth's time, many rebellions were 
raised by the Popish party, in various parts of the 
kingdom, especially in Kent and Vorkshire; but 
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the ringleaders being taken and made examples of, 
tranquillity was pretty well restored. 

Several commotions and disturbances were raised 
in the short reign of Edward VI. on account of the 
Reformation, which went rapidly forward. But 
that good work had a full stop put to it in the 
Sanguine reign of Queen Mary; during which many 
laid down their lives; five Bishops, many pious 
Clergymen, and a vast number of Laity of both 
Sexes. But that tool of tyranny and superstition 
dying, what was called the Reformation, went on 
with much less opposition than one could have 
expected. But indeed it was little more than a 
reformation of systems; experience and practice 
were pretty much the same in the Papist and the 
Protestant; and Queen Elizabeth had just as much 
religion as her sister Mary. However, she favoured 
the Reformation, which of course raised enemies 
against her Government among the zealots for 
Popery. Among others, Philip, King of Spain, 
who had been married to Queen Mary, paid his 
addresses to Elizabeth, but finding in the issue that 
he was rejected by her, was determined to wreak 
his vengeance on the whole nation, by making a 
conquest of it; and therefore fitted out the most 
formidable fleet that perhaps was ever seen on the 
ocean, and stiled it, the Invincible Armada. A 
hundred and thirty such ships, as most probably 
were never seen either before or since. Philip, to 
make all secure, procured a bull from the Pope, 
absolving all the Queen's subjects from their alle- 
glance. The above tremendous armament is said 
to contain twenty thousand soldiers, and thirty-four 
thousand seamen. 'Fhis dreadful Armada made its 
appearance to the West of England, sailing before 
a fine wind in the form of a half moon, the wings 
of which extended no less than seven miles, and 
filled the nation with dreadful consternation. But 
Providence was mindful of this favourite Isle; and 
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partly by the bravery of our fleet, but chiefly by 
Storms and tempests, so destroyed and dispersed the 
Invincible Armada, that few of them even got back 
to S in. In this England saw a great salyation. 

I 605, the gun-powder plot was another gracious 
deliverance, which ought to be commemorated 
every fifth day of November. A scheme was laid 
to blow up both Houses of Parliament, by intro- 
ducing a great quantity of gun-powder under the 
Parliament-house ; which, had it taken place, would 
have destroyed the King, the House of Lords and 
Commons, and perhaps a considerable part of 
Westminster ; but Providence detected it the night 
before it was to have been "ip into execution. It 
Seems the train was prepared, and was to have been 
set on fire as the King was delivering his speech to 
both houses; but by a dark mysterious letter, sent 
to a certain Lord some time before, the horrid plot 
was discovered, and several of the agents suffered 
the reward justly due to their deeds. 

In 1641, brake out the civil wars, which raged 
for many years; and also a horrid rebellion in 
Ireland. The cause or causes of these calamities 
are circumstances which I do not pretend fully to 
understand ; and it wall answer no valuable end for 
me to give my opinion of the matter here. "The: 
who want to see what is said pro and con, may =z 
Clarendon, Neal, and Burnet. However, many 
lives were lost, and the King's among the rest. 

In 1660, Charles II. was seated upon the throne, 
and with him prophanity and infidelity, and a 
persecution which lasted twenty-eight years; during 
which the prisons were filled with the excellent of 
the earth, and not a few suffered death, especially 
in Scotland. 7 

In 1685 the nation was in no small danger of 
being brought under the power of popery and 
despotism ; but Providence in this also interposed, 


by making the Prince of Orange the instrument of 
our 
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our deliverance, for which the nation set him upon 
the throne, in conjunction with his royal consort, 
Mary, the daughter of James II. 

In 1715, a rebellion was raised in favour of the 
son of James II. and to bring in Popery and arbitrary 
power. - But the same almighty power brought the 
attempt to nothing, and some of the contrivers, 
at least the agents, brought destruction upon 
themselves. 4 

In 1745, another attempt was made of the same 
kind, and for the same purpose, and much more 
formidable; for the Pretender did not only land in 
Scotland, but marched into England, and laid many 
towns under contribution, and even penetrated as 
far as Derby; and some think had he proceeded to 
the Metropolis the consequence might have been 
serious indeed; but at Derby he wheeled about, 
marched back into Scotland, and was defeated by 
the late Duke of Cumberland, at Culloden, and 
thus Providence blew that cloud away. | 

Such are the out-lines of our dangers and delj- 
verances as a nation. 

I might say something of the introduction of 
commerce, and its improvements; but considering 
where I am, it would be like the orator lecturing 
upon the art of war before Hannibal, sceing you 
either are or ought to be better acquainted with 
those matters than I am myself. However, I may 
just observe, that in Queen Elizabeth's time the 
Walloons were driven from their native country, by 
persecution, and found an asylum in England, by 
which our woollen manufactory received so consi— 
derable an improvement, that now the English can 
vic with the whole world in that yaluable article, 

In Queen Anne's time, Louis XIV. persccuted 
and banished millions of his Protestant subjects, 
many of them found a retreat in England, and 
brought the silk business with them, which the 
Englisch knew little of OY and which bus proved 
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a considerable help in the improvement both in the 
cotton and worsted manufactories. 
With regard to our recent naval victories, there 
is no need that I should take up your time in 
recounting them. But let it be a Howe, a St. Vincent, 
a Duncan, a Nelson, or . whoever have been the 
instruments, we must remember, it is unto G0 
we owe salvation, and he is the giver of victory. 
I do not mean to depreciate the merit justly due to 
those valiant commanders, and seamen, who risked 
and lost their lives in their duty to their King and 
Country; but we must remember, glory belongeth 
unto the Lord of hosts. Upon the whole, we may 
sing, God is our refuge and Strength, a present help 
in time of trouble. | 
Having considered a kind Providence as bringing 
our nation from the dregs of barbarity, through the 
various stages of the different revolutions she has 
passed through, to a state of elegant civilization, 
so that in commerce, arts and sciences she is become 
a Princess among the provinces, so that her 
renown is gone into all lands; we may, every Cir- 
cumstance considered, here say, the * hath not 
dealt so with any nation. But, as a Minister of the 
Gospel, I should be shamefully deficient were I to 
drop the matter here. 


I must now beg your attention while I consider 
what GOD has done for this nation in spiritual 
matters. 

It has already been observed, that the Romans 
conquered Britain, and brought their lagguage and 
customs into the island, and by that means we may 
suppose, in the space of a century the country would 
be considerably civilized, which would in some | 
measure prepare the ground for the divine seed. | 
J have taken some pains to find out the time when 
the Gospel was first introduced into Britain, and 
Setting aside all fabulous conjectures, .it appears 
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pretty certain, that the Gospel was first publicly 
preached in Scotland, about the year 95. The most 
probable reason of its being planted in Scotland, 
prior to England, was, that Domitian having raised 
the second general persecution, and South Britain 
being in the hands of the Romans, we may suppose 
the Governors from Rome would hardly permit the 
Gospel to be preached in their jurisdiction; and 
therefore, che preachers and confessors would natu- 
rally fly to Scotland, where they found an asylum ; 
and wc are told that Donald, the reigning Prince, 
did not only receive them, but was baptized, he and 
his Queen, and of course many others. But wars- 
with England were a great obstruction to the work; 
and therefore it was interrupted. But the tree of 
true liberty was planted, and though much $baken, 
yet never was cut down, much less rooted up, to. 
the present day. 

In 277 it budded afresh, under the friendly aid of 
Crathlilinth, the King at that time. But it met 
with much opposition from the. heathen . pricsts, 
called. Druids, It is amazing what influence these 
Jugglers had in those days, among all descriptions 
of people; and therefore we may easily suppose, 
they would bend all their force against the preaching 
of the Gospel, as it was likely to bring their craft 
to nothing. However, Crathlilinth encouraged men 
ed ge and learning, who worshipped God in spirit 
and truth, and from thence called Cultores Dei, very 
likely in derision, and from thence were known by 
the name of Culdees. Their mode of worship was 
Presbyterian, till 452, when Pope Celestine brought 
in Episcopacy, or rather Popery, which soon ate 
out the simplicity of the Gospel, by introducing 
much $uperstition. 

It is very likely that the Gospel soon found its 
way into England; for we are. informed that 
Lucius, a British King, receiving a good account 
of Christianity, perhaps from Scotland, wrote to 
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Eleuthereus, the Bishop of Rome, to send preachers 
to his court, which being done, the King received 
them as the messengers of glad tidings, and was 
baptized; and many of his subjects soon followed 
his example. Thus the nation received the glad 
tidings of salvation, and went on in primitive sim- 
plicity till the sixth century, when Austin, the monk, 
was sent from Rome to bring the nation under 
the yoke of the church of Rome, which proved 
extremely hurtful to the British church. Likewise 
the Saxons, who were rude, savage pagans, made 
dreadful havock among the poor Christians, destroy- 
ing all before them; so that many of the Christians 
fied, some to Cornwall, and some to Wales, as has 
been observed, from the rage of their inhuman 
persecutors. 

In the Conqueror's time, the light of the Gospel 
began to emerge out of Popish darkness on the 
Continent, by the writings of those morning stars 
of the Reformation, the Waldenses and Albigenses;$ 
and some faint rays began to glimmer in England; 
but as William had no good title to the crown, he 
was obliged to the Pope to tend him a helping hand ; 
and as one good turn deserves another, the King's 
zeal was raised against the heretics, and a law was 
framed, that no one should have any dealings with 
them, literally fulfilling what is said in Revelation, 
that none Should bu or sell but such as had the 
image of the beast.* | 

In Henry II.'s time, laws were made for burning 
heretics, which were made purely to gratify the church. 
of Rome. He, like William, had but a disputed title, 
and had felt the thunder of the Vatican, and stood 
in need of the help of its confirming power, and 
therefore must make his return by rooting out 
heresy, not by Scripture and reason, but by fire 
and faggot. 

& Their Biftory is now publiſhed, price 28. 6d, 
* Rev. xili. 
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In the fourteenth century, Wickliffe having 
received light from the persecuted Waldenses, 
translated some parts of the Bible into English, 
and withstood some of the leading tenets of the 
church of Rome, he became the object of Popish 
indignation ; but being favoured by the Duke of 
Lancaster and some other great men, he went in 
5 to his grave; but his bones were dug up, and 

urnt with others in Queen Mary's days. Pitiful 
revenge! But notwithstanding, light broke out 
more and more, and Providence even made use of 
the caprice of Henry VIII. to the bringiag forward 
that very Reformation which he himself abhorred; 
and therefore did two very good things, that is, in. 
abolishing the Pope's supremacy, and the ordering 
the Bible to be translated into English. The former 
weakened the ecclesiastical authority, and the latter 
was a blessed means of opening people's eyes. 

In the short reign of Edward VI. great things 
were done, yet some indiscretions were mingled . 
with good things ; but still light encreased, and 
many in the days of Queen Mary laid down their 
lives. After her death things took another turn; 
the Scriptures were read, and the Pope's supremacy 
again was abolished, and many were brought to the 
knowledge of the truth: . 

In the days of James I. the Reformation wanted 
reforming. again, and Providence raised up the 
Puritans; but these met with rough treatment; for 
the carnal mind is enmity against God, let it be 
covered with whatever name it may. Many sought 
an asylum.gn the wilds of America, and. therefore, 
through unspeakable hardships, explored. those un- 
known regions. 

In the time of the civil wars, the light of the 
Gospel shone brighter and brighter; and. though 
the nation was under war and bloodshed,. yet 
JEHOVAH did not forget his own cause. Many, 
very many holy men were raised up, whose writings 
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and sermons yet praise them in the gate; their 
writings chiefly compose Mr. Wesley's Christian 
Library. | 

In the reign of Charles II. came in a flood of 
prophanity and persecution ; and two thousand of 
the best Ministers in the world were silenced in one 
day; and that persecution continued near twenty- 
eight years, till GOD raiged us up a deliverer in the 
person of King William; and in the year 1688, 
gave us the Act of Toleration, under the sanction 
of which we are permitted to assemble here this 
day. 

In the beginning of the present century, religion 
was undoubtedly at a very low ebb, till the year 
1738 or a little before, when God 'thrust out his ser- 
vants into the highways and hedges to gather in the 
outcasts of mankind, and to form to himself a people 
who were not a people, and from hence light is 
again sprung up; yea, and from hence both the 
Clergy in the Church, and such as are out of it, who 
have the true light, under God, they have received 
it. And may it never be our condemnation, that 
we have light, and that any of us should love 
darkness rather than light. 

Thus 1 have traced over a few of the out-lines of 
our privileges as a nation, Our civil privileges and 
property are secured to us by law, the King himself 
cannot take a halfpenny of our property but by law. 
Moreover we are favoured with one of the best of 
Princes; guilty of no vice; no revellings in the 
Court; but an example to all who are either in 
high or low station; chaste, sober, obliging, kind 
and condescending even to those in the lowest 
Station; a friend to our religious and civil privileges. 
Happy in a royal consort, who is equally kind, dis- 
creet, humane and obliging. | 

We have likewise seen how a kind Providence 
has stepped in to our assistance, when there has been 
but a step between us and ruin; and have not our 
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late deliverances, in many respects, been far beyond 
our expectation, Indeed we did not know our 
danger till we were dehvered from it. Had the 
Dutch made a landing on our Eastern coasts, all 
things considered, it is hard to say what would have 
been the consequence. Or had the French landed 
five thousand or more in the West of Ireland, we 
cannot say what might have been the issue. The 
surprizing victory in the mouth of the Nile, may 
convey its salutary effects down to generations 
unborn. | 

Ihe very situation of our island, and its salubrious 
climate, is perhaps the most advantageous in the 
known world, Nay, look into this extensive parish, 
and see the number of elegant mansions which have 
been raised in the space of thirty or forty years. 
Contrast the state of our poor with that of neigh- 
bouring nations, some af 4 which I have seen, and 
verily they reign as princes. And if they are redu- 
ced so as to be incapable of sustaining themselves, 
there is ample provision made for them. 

Look at our spiritual privileges, and we have not the 
Gospel preached by one or two denominations, but 
by many ; and we are at hberty to make our own 
election, to choose where we find it most profitable 
to us; and it is quite right it should be so; but let_ 
no petty tyrant start up, and, in defiance of the law 
of his country, attempt to put a yoke upon any one, 
which neither God, nor man in authority does. If 
our Government allows liberty of conscience, it is 
well in so doing; let us not attempt to abridge one 
another of the same, neither let us turn the inva- 
luable blessing into licentiousness ; but modestly and 
quietly enjoy them, never neglecting any opportu- 
nity, but improving all to the best of purposes; 
daily praying for the . of our land, and for our 
Governors, and for Zion's prosperity all the world 
Over. 

SERMON 


SERMON SECOND. 


He hath not dealt so with any Nation. 


Come now to enquire, secondly, O England, what 
the LORD: thy GOD requires of thee, for thess 
immense favours, both temporal and spiritual, 
national and domestic? I wish this part of my 
subject was in abler hands, and in a more publio 
place, that it might echo the nation through, and 
resound from sea to sea. But considering the place, a 
Methodist Chapel, in a country town, and an obscure 
Preacher, we cannot suppose the influence to extend 
very far. However, let the handful of meal. in tlie 
barrel go as far as it can. | | 
| then ask again, What does our GOD require 
of us? Let us remember, every other blessing is 
included in that Magna Charta, the gift of his own. 
Son; it is with him that he freely gives us all 
things. A sense of our numerous favours: ought 
continually to impress our hearts, so that we may 
be unfeigncdly thankful. It is that which induced 
me to take a retrospective view of our dangers and 
deliverances; of a nation rising out of the chaos of 
barbarity, to an elegant state of civilization; from 
the very sink of idolatry, to that of pure christianity; 
from the bondage of slaves, to that of the utmost 
freedom in the known world. And further, I hope 
Jam addressing an audience who know what true 
Christian freedom is; and whom the Son of God 
hath made free, free from the guilt of sin, and free 
from the love of sin; free from its power, and 
longing to be free from all its consequences here 


* Rom. vill. 32. a * 
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and hereafter. The Gospel is preached to you, 
and you have received it; and the Spirit of God has 
made it quick and powerful to your souls; you do 
not serve in the oldness of the letter, but in the 
newness of the Spirit. That same Spirit is ready to 
help others as well as you; you make no exclusive 
claim. It has been observed, that our temporal 
and spiritual mercies, all things considered, exceed 
any country that we know of ; and what does God 
require of us as a nation ? 

To do justly. Whatsoever ye would that men 
Should do unto you, that do ye also; for that is 
the sum of what ts edu in the law and in 
the prophets. This justice is national, seeing 
we expect to be protected by our Government; 
it is right that we should contribute our part of 
taxes and imposts to the support of that protection 
which we enjoy; and not to make it necessary to 
raise those taxes, by our seditious cabals against 
Government, and thereby necessitating our Rulers 
to increase a military force to keep us quiet at 
home. 

This justice belongs to each other in our civil 
capacity, as far as we have any dealings one with 
another; therefore, thou shalt not covet thy nergh- 
bour”'s house, or land, or wife, or Servant, or cattte, 
or any thing that is his. Therefore thou shalt not 
attempt, directly or indirectly, to rob or defraud 
him in any of these things. And as a good name 1s 
better than precious ointment, it is required that 
thou take not up an evil report against thy neigh- 
bour.* Nay, devise not evil against thy neighbour, 
sceing he dwelleth securely by thee ; and sure we 
are, love thinketh no evil; for if we think evil we 
shall judge evil; and with what judgment we judge 
we shall be judged, and with what measure we mete 
it Shall be measured to us again. This justice must 
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be extended to the stranger. Thou ,t neither 
ver d Stranger, nor eppress him: for ye were 
Strangers jn the land of Egypt.* Nay, GOD 
repeats the command, Zhou Salt not oppress a 
Stranger, for thou knowest the heart of a stranger, 


Jor ye were s{rungers in the land of Egypt.t 


What a weight of guilt, then, lies upon this nation 
in the bloody traffic of the slave-trade? And though 
many efforts have been wede to break that hellish 
yoke, yet the oppressed are still in the jaws of the 

ppressor, and the spoil is yet in his teeth. 

his justice must be domestic, in all our relative 
capacities, as husbands, wives, parents, children, 
Servants and masters; to parish apprentices, yea, to 
our very cattle. Servants in the Old. Testament 
were Slaves; yet in their case Job says, I did- 
despise the cause of my man servant, or of my maid 
Servant, when they contended with me: What then 
Shall I do when God riseth up, to reprove me, and 
when he visitein, what shall J answer him? Did 
not he that made me in the womb—make him? + 
Excellent reasoning indeed! He did not silence his- 
slave, in a just cause, with a menace, or a frown, or. 
with stripes. That great honour to the bench 
of justice, Judge Hale, says, I reckon a degree of 
justice is required of me from my Maker to the 
very brutes, when put under my care.” Most surely 
it is so; and God expects it at our hands, There 
is a part of our own species that ought not to be 
overlooked; I mean, poor parish apprentices.— 
These have no helper upon earth; and therefore 
are, by Providence, cast upon such as ey are 
hound to; and are of course a kind of adopted 
children, put into our hands to train them up for 
the honour of God, and the public good. 

But, before I dismiss this head, permit me again 
to drop a tear oyer the poor Africans. Where 1s 
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justice, in dragging them from their country, their 
triends and relatives; husbands from wives, and 
wives from husbands; children from their parents, 
and parents from their children: hurried away into 
a horrible captivity, to wear out their lives in toil 
and hardship above their strength, and murdering 
them by inches? Shall I call it a national reproach? 
O! it is a national curse. The cruelties inflicted 
upon them call for vengeance. O! earth, cover 
not thou their blood! Surely the Lord has a con- 
troversy with us on their account, and will require 
their blood at the hands of their oppressors. These 
Strangers have been vexed and — and their 
cries are come up before the Lord of Sabboath. 
Let all those men-stealers, those that traffic with 
human flesh, hear what a jealous and holy GOD 
Says :—Now therefore, what have I here, satth the 
Lord, that my people is taken away for mought ? 
For no cause, having done nothing to forfeit their 
liberty; they that rule over them, make them to 
howl, satth the Lord, and my name-continually every 
day 1s blasphemed.* 

2. To love mercy is the next part of our Lord's 
easy yoke. This is expressed in closer terms. In 
the former case it is simply, do gustly ; but in this 
one of the strongest — is called for, /ove 
mercy. Indeed we have abundant cause so to do. 
All we have that is good, comes from the mere 
mercy of God in Christ jesus; and more especial) 
that great act of mercy, the pardon of our $ins. 
This is expressed by the servant having ten thousand 
talents forgiven. Surely he had cause to love mercy 
in having so much forgiven him. Now the objects 
which call for our mercy are such as have offended 
us, and such as are in-distress. In the former case 
we arc called to forgive, and upon those terms we 
pray, Torgivegus our respasses, as we forgive them 
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who trespass against us. If we put ourselves upon 
this Lex Talionis, this law of retaliation, we really 
Should be careful what we do, lest we pray for 
condemnation. There are few but what are receiv- 
ing some injuries or wrongs in some respects, and 
therefore we shall find frequent calls for this God- 
like property. 

The other call for this grace is to such as are in 
distress; and this, more or less, will constantly be 
the case. Through a variety of causes, numbers 
are brought into distress daily. See Deut. xv. chapter 
throughout. | 

Nay, the Almighty, whose tender mercies are 
over all his works, does not forget even the brute 
creation. J7f thou see the dss of him that hateth 
thee lie under his burden, and wouldest ferbear to 
help hum; thou Shalt surely help with him.* Though 
he be but an ass, yea, and the ass of him that 
hateth thee, yet he is a creature that God has made, 
a creature that has feeling, and therefore thou shalt 
not leave him in his pain and mizery ; thou shalt 
Surely help him. Does God take care for asses? 
ves, for every thing which he has made; and 
therefore the merciful man must regard the 
life, the comfort of his beast; much more one 
that has an immortal spirit, and for whom Christ 
died. | 

We usually call Mercy, God's darling attribute, 
and as such he recommends it to us, both in precept 
and by example in the strongest terms. How 
amiable does this appear in the case of the Good 
Samaritan? 1 And how barbarous does the reverse 
Seem in the ungrateful servant? T In short, as he 
is a God of mercy, we see his law, as well as his 
gospel, is full of mercy. Blessed are the merciful ; 


| for they shalt oblain mercy. 
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3. It is expected that we should humbly walk 
with our God. But this cannot be done till we are 
reconciled to God. For howcan two walk together 
except they be agreed ** He cannot with propriety 
be said to be our God, till we have by faith em- 
braced him, till we yield ourselves unto him.— 
Besides, the dead cannot walk, and hence we must 
derive life from him who is the resurrection and the 
life, in order that we may walk with our heavenly 
quickener. Moreover, if we walk humbly with our 
God, we must have humility; humility to submit 
to all his dispensations, as some of them may try 
our patience andresignation to his will. Indeed, he is 
good company, and such as walk with him find his 
ways to be ways of pleasantness, and all his paths 
will be peace. Walking is progressive; and if we 
walk with our God, we are moving forward; we 
are forgetting the things which are behind, and 
reaching to the things which are before, pressing to 
the mark for the prize of our high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus. Such go from strength to strength, 


till they appear before God in Zion. But we must 


observe, if we walk with God, we must walk in all 
his ordinances, like that venerable pair, Sechuriaſt 
and Eliaabeth. 

We see in Malachi, f how the Jews are charged 
with the neglect of the Jewish ordinances; and 
many of them were very expensive and troublesome ; 
but that is not the case with the ordinances of cha 
Gospel; they are very simple and cheap. Such is 
baptism, hearing the gospel, and the Lord's supper; 
and yet I doubt all are shamefully neglected. Io 
go no farther than this populous parish, in which, 
suppose, there may be near forty places of worship 
of one description or another; and yet, I may ven- 
ture to say, half the inhabitants go no whither. 
I am really pained, when I go out of town. on the 
Lord's day, upon duty, to see such numbers idleing 
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their time in sloth and slovenliness; either in their 
dirty working dress, or even at their work, or 
manifestly upon jaunts of pleasure, or drinking at 
the public house, especially in the evening of the 
sacred day. Surely that is not Walking humbly with 
God! It we walk with him, we have a good guide, 
and cannot miss our way. J am the light of the 
world, saith the Redeemer, he that followeth, he 
that keepeth company, with me, shall not walk in 
darkness ; but shall have the light of life. * Indeed 
he will lead them by a way which they know not ; 
he will conduct them in paths they have not known ; 
he will make darkness light before them, and 
crooked things straight. If we walk with him, we 
have a sure protection, and a divine support.— 
Against such no weapon formed shall ever prosper, 
and every tongue which shall rise up in judgment 
he will condemn. He will be a sure refuge in time 
of trouble Hts name is a strong tower, the righteous 
run therein and are safe. , The Lord will bless the 
righteous, with favour will he encompass them about 
as with @ Shield. : He is also their sure support; 
and therefore the Church is said to come up from 
the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved. & Such, 
therefore, will hold on their way, and through the 
might of Jesus wax stronger and stronger. 

This walking humbly with our God, implies a 
true submission to his will in all the dispensations 
of his providence; so that in the most trying cir- 
cumstances we may say, 7hy will be done. The 
cross must be taken vp, that we oy follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth. Such is real 
Christianity, abstracted from modes and forms ; it 
is genuine Christianity, wherever it is found, or 
under whatever name or denomination ; it is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and without 


Rypocrtsy:. 
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III. But, as a nation, have we made those suitable 
returns to the Parent of Good for the exceeding 
kindnesses bestowed upon us? Alas, alas! No. 
I might here enlarge and swell this discourse beyond 
all bounds, with a black catalogue of vices which 
have deluged our land. 

But I doubt I have tired your patience too much 
already, and have, in a measure, anticipated what I 
might say on the disagreeable subject; it is no pleasin 
theme, I assure you. But, alas | it speaks for itselt. 
If the land of Israel declared her sin as Sodom; 80 
has the land of England. See that shocking cata- 
logue of vices charged upon Israel, Ezekiel, chapter 
XXii.; and may not the same be found in England ? 
What swearing, lying, blaspheming, lewdness, 
drunkenness, sabbath- breaking, robbing, cheating, 
pegury; do we see in our highly-favoured land? 

ow much grasping after the honours, pleasures 
and riches of this present world ? How are the most 
sacred things treated with scorn and contempt ? 
How do infidel principles, as well as practices, 
abound among all ranks. Look into the catalogues 
of our circulating libraries, and with what tritling 
trash do they abound? Two-thirds are generally 
taken up with plays, novels and romances, not 
altogether of the most delicate kind; amours, in- 
trigues, love- adventures, only calculated to create 
loose ideas, and impure imaginations, which may 
lead unwary minds into the paths of folly and 
wretchedness. Shall 7 not visit for these things, 
sait the Lord? And shall not my sou be avenged 
on s$uch d nation? Where much is given much 
will be required. 

This is an unpleasant topic to dwell upon, and 
especially on a day of General Thanksgiving; yet 
being put in contrast with the mercies we enjoy, 
it may shew vice a little more glaring, seeing it is 
light which manitests darkness. My sincere desire 


18, 
28 


(8) 


is, that the goodness of God may lead to genuine 


repentance, and a nappy reformation. 

For my own part, I sincerely wish that neither 
French. principles, old or new, nor French practices 
may obtain footing in our land; and although I 
don't rejoice at the destruction of our enemies, or 


any of the human race, yet, as a Briton, I love my 
country, and am thanktul for its preservation, and 


think it the duty of every one to stand up in its 
defence in times of real danger; and although 
my profession, and evangelical calling, is that of 
peace and good-will to all men, and most, devoutly 
wish that war may cease to the ends of the earth, 
and to the end of the world; yet in the time bf 
actual danger, I should make no scruple to step 
forward, to repel force per force, and if need be, 
do all in my power to preserve the rights and 

privileges which we are favoured with. 
[ therefore exhort all to fear God, ang honour 
the King, and to use all means to preserve Peace 
and good order amongst us. Let us, who profess 
- religion, 


¶ One principal reaſon why this Sermon is made public 
is, that I may declare, in the beſt manner I can, my 
ſincere eſteem for the Government under which | live. 
During the preſent war, much has been ſaid about Loyalty, 
and ſometimes by perſons who might as well have been 
filent. This odium has been generally caſt upon all 
Diſſenters, for what reaſon I cannot tell. 1-think they 
have given as good proof of their attachment to the 
Royal Houſe of 
It is well known, that there have been two rebellions 
during the preſent century; but I challenge all the nation 
to name one Proteſtant Diſſenter that was found in either 
of them. The beſt proof of our loyalty is conſcientiouſly 
obeying the laws of our country.-In the beginning of 


this war, a perſon not forty miles from Bolton, in Lan- 


caſhire, was employed by Government for enliſting men, 
of courſe muſt be deemed a very loyal ſubject; and could 
| ſtigmatize 
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religion, who are called Methodists, let us, I say, 


try to chew the way by walking in it, and use our 
privileges to our mutual edification; letting or light 
80 sue . before men, that - others seeing our good 
works may. glorify our Father who ts in heaven. 
I am thankful for our privileges, that we can open 
these doors for the worship of God at any hour we 
please, a privilege which many of our forefathers 


would gladly have purchased at the expence of all. 


their possessions. Indeed, we reign as princes, we 
abound in all good things. It is true, it may be said, 
we have many that are poor and much distressed; 
1 knowit, and have an opportunity of seeing as 
much of that sort as most men; and so there would 


be, if there was not one tax, or impost in the land; 
even such as are poor in the 3 would be 


pon and if their carnings were double, they would 
be just as they are, if not worse. 

In short, as a nation, the whole head is sie, and 
'the whole heart is faint : the, poor, in the general, 
are very profligate, murmuring and discontented, 
often combining against their masters or employers ; 
ever ready to run into cabals and factions ; pleading 
hardship, which vory often their own idleness or 
extravagance create ; the lower class of tradesmen, 
speculating, and aiming to be as great as those they 
sce above them; the higher .ranks of people in 


business aping the nobility; and many of those 


affecting the stile of princes, running into all ex- 


cesses, and often poor in opulence. 


ſtigmatize all who would not ſwear and drink to exceſs as 
Jacobins, &c. But mark the loyal hero; —he was de- 
tected ſelling liquor of different ſorts to the recruits 
without licence : And perhaps many more may be found 
of a ſimilar caſt, As it is ſaid, Shew me thy faith by thy 
works ; fo, Shew me thy loyalty, by keeping the laws of 
thy country. 


However, 
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However, thanks be to God, there is a remnant, 
who are squaring their useful lives by reason and 
by grace; and I hope their numbers will increase. 
J hope many will remember, that it is r:zghteousness 
which exalteth a nation; but that sin is a reproach 
to any people. I am thankful that our Governors 
have so much regard to the God of heaven, as to 
appoint a day of acknowledgment for the great and 
inestimable blessings which we do enjoy; and 
herein I will close with the rapturous words of 
Moses. Happy art thou, © Joracl, O England: 
who is lite anto thee, O people, saved by the Lord, 
the shield of thy help, and who is the $word of thy 
excellency ! and thine enemies shall be found liars 
unto thee, and thou shalt tread upon their hugh 
places. 


* Prov. xiv. 34. + Deut xxxili, 29. 
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FINIS. 


5 A HYMN. 


WAKEN' by thy threat'nings, Lord, 
We long have seen our lost estate; 
ad still we hang upon thy word, 
And still for full redemption wait. 


"Tis all our soul's desire to know 
Thy loveliness, and to proclaim, 
To perfect holiness below, 
And shew forth all thy glorious name. 


Thy awful judgments first awoke, 
And fill'd with terrors from above; 

We sunk beneath thy anger's stroke, 
And trembled, till we felt thy love. 


Sinners shall hear thy threat'ning rod, 
Break off their sins, and stand in awe ; 
For when thy judgments are abroad, 
The guilty world will learn thy law. 


Lord, when thine arm is lifted up, 
They will not see nor understand; 
But they shall soon be forc'd to stoop, 
And feel thy sin-avenging hand. 


Judgment for those who slight thy grace, 
But peace thou wilt for us ordain : 

Thou hast inclin'd us to embrace 
Thyself, and bid our fruit remain. 
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